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Biography

Born in Windhoek, Namibia in 1972. Lives and works in Cape Town, South Africa

Artist Statement

At the core of much of Hentie van der Merwe’s work is the body: its power, vulnerability, sexuality, objectification; its memory and its concealment; its
capacity for violence or intimacy; the body as it exists or is represented publicly and privately, symbolically and commercially. And central to his process is a
rummaging through archives from which he roots out details: reflections on predominantly the masculine body, followed by the recontextualisation of
that which is uncovered. Van der Merwe's work also engages a biographical perspective: exploring his own relationship to his historical context, having
grown up in an Afrikaans family in then South West Africa, and the perceptions of (assumed/prescribed) masculinity that accompanied that cultural
environment." (Tracy Murinik in Ten Years, 100 Artists, 2004)

In my work there is an ongoing interest in the body, particularly the male body, in relation to the archive. The archive as that which defines the body, both
as a political and sexual being. The archive then becomes the site where these terms by which the body gets defined are investigated, challenged,
interrogated — not in order to escape these terms, but to redefine them —in the hope of opening up the possibilities for a different way of experiencing
emotions and feelings, both public and private.

My current project is a collaborative project for the stage. A music-theatre work based on the remarkable exchange of letters between the Nama leader,
Hendrik Witbooi, and the German Colonial Officer Theodor Leutwein at the turn of the nineteenth century in German South-West Africa. The work
combines excerpts from this historical exchange with that from audio-recordings of Nama folktales from the extraordinary archive of the German folklorist
Sigrid Schmidt.
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